RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES

February 13, 2007

The meeting was called to order at 12:00 p.m. by President Jeanne Berkshire.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Walter Stewart and a moment of silence was held.  Attending our meeting today were three new retirees.  

After a great lunch, President Jeanne Berkshire introduced Jeff Frapwell and Clara Auberry.  Jeff is the Director of General Services and Jeanne thanked Jeff for the parking passes for volunteers at the information booth and the luncheon that will be taking place in the near future.  Jeff gave a little introduction of himself.  Jeff announced that the Volunteer Recognition Luncheon will be held on May 15th.  1st Vice President Earlene Smith introduced our speaker, Jeanette Rogers from Kern Valley Healthcare District which is an underserved location and also a rural area, which is about 400 square miles.  Approximately 50% of the population in the valley is senior citizens and about 42% live at or below poverty level.     Jeanette found that a large number of citizens did not have a work ethic that would provide them with the ability to live a better life.  She stated that there is now evidence of this going down to the third generation.    Jeanette has also gotten involved in PACK (Probation Auxiliary-County of Kern) Association.  PACK is a program that works with Crossroads (home for delinquent boys), Pathways (home for delinquent girls), both located in Bakersfield and Camp Erwin Owens located in the Kern River Valley which is a home for delinquent boys.  At Camp Erwin Owens the average stay is about 6 months and the reading level is 3rd grade and they are between the ages of 14 and 17 years.     It was found that the boys at Camp Erwin Owens who did not receive visits from home had a lack of interest in citizenship and responsibility.  A program was started that had people come and hang out with the boys; playing games and talking to them.  The Peddlers Fair was started to give the boys a project from which to learn; they make the Chili and serve it to the community.
President Jeanne Berkshire introduced Michelle Watson from Kern Federal Credit Union.  Michelle announced that the annual meeting is Thursday, April 19th at 5:30 p.m. and is being called the KFCU Western Round Up so if you would like to wear your boots, hats and western shirts please do so.

President Jeanne Berkshire introduced Ann Harrison who volunteered last month to help Doris Smith with the luncheon tickets.  Doris would appreciate it very much if those who are payroll deductions would stop by her table and check in with her or Ann.  This will help Doris with her bookkeeping.

BUSINESS MEETING:

TREASURER, Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for January 2007 which showed that REOKC membership as of January 31, 2007 was 3,682.  
CRCEA – David Merritt reminded everybody about the Spring Conference for 2008 which will be hosted by Kern County.  Dave reported that some counties are attempting to remove their early retirees from the pool of active employees that have health insurance.   If this happens in Kern County, the premiums could double, triple or quadruple for the early retirees under the age of 65. CRCEA has a spot bill being pushed in Sacramento trying to prevent this problem. 

EYE GLASS – Helen Heath reported that she has collected 9 pair of glasses and 9 cases since her January report.

SUNSHINE – Belva Jared announced that she sent 4 get well cards to members during this last month.

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported for the month of January there were 30 volunteers who worked 94 hours and assisted 1,007 visitors to the County Administration Building.  The total visitors assisted since 1992 through January 2007 is 244,343.

OLD BUSINESS:  No Old Business

NEW BUSINESS:  No New Business

There were 3 computers to raffle off at this meeting.  One of the computers has a printer with it.  The winners were Billie Laughlin, Mary Thorp and Trudie Slater.

The attendance prize was won by Norma Purdie.  There were 6 bags of candy donated by the Kern Federal Credit Union and 1 of the bags had a $25 VISA card in it.   Also to be given out were 56 cups of $5.00 in each and a gift donated by a member.  After distribution of the prizes, the meeting was adjourned at 1:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted this 21st day of February, 2007.

Ginger Mello, Secretary  
